A 6-year-old English boy became ill with a characteristic morbilliform rash, fever, and anorexia. Four days later he was admitted to hospital with generalized convulsions which were controlled with intravenous diazepam. On admission his temperature was 40°C and pulse 160/minute. He had a fading generalized rash and appeared emaciated and slightly dehydrated. The total blood leucocyte count was 23 000/cmm, of which 80 % were neutrophils; serum electrolytes were normal; blood urea was 9-8 mmol/ litre. He was treated with intravenous maintenance fluids throughout, and also initially with ampicillin and sulphadiazine.
He showed some improvement nine days after the onset of the rash, in both consciousness and speech, but still remained confused and disorientated. Lumbar CSF taken on the eleventh day contained 190 nucleated cells/cmm, of which 85% were lymphocytes; CSF sugar was 5 7 mmol/litre, and protein was 0 42 g/litre. When 
